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In the field of personality research there are numerous instruments which measure 
one or several personality traits but the number of those who conceive to measure the 
great number of personality traits within the framework of theoretically accepted model is 
relatively low. 

In addition to the NEO-PI-R Questionnaire Tellegen's Multidimensional Personality 
Questionnaire is considered as the multi-scale instrument for personality research with 
good psychometric properties endorsed by the large number of empirical researches. 
Nevertheless there are no published studies related to its construct validity in Croatia.  

MPQ is a self-report multi-scale instrument for exploration of eleven primary traits scales 
- Wellbeing, Social Potency, Achievement, Social Closeness, Stress Reaction, Alienation, 
Aggression, Control, Harm Avoidance, Traditionalism, Absorption, which can be 
grouped into three higher order factors – Positive Emotionality (PEM), Negative 
Emotionality (NEM) and Constraint (CON). 

The purpose of this study was to explore the construct validity of the MPQ instrument in 
Croatian sample. The sample consisted of 285 university students at the Faculty of Rijeka 
aged from 18 to 25 (M-110 (38,6%), Ž-175 (61,4%)). Besides the MPQ to explore the 
convergent and divergent validity of the instrument the subjects were administered the 
abbreviated form of Adjective Mood Scale and Eysenck Personality Questionnaire.  

MPQ primary traits scales showed adequate reliability (r= .76 - .89) the same as the MPQ 
super-factors (r= .87 - .89). Factor structure of translated and adapted questionnaire 
corresponded to the original structure obtained in Tellegen's research. Gender differences 
favoring woman were obtained for primary traits scales of Social Closeness, Stress 
Reaction, Harm Avoidance and Absorption while they were not established at the level of 
higher order factors. Moderate and positive correlations were identified between EPQ 
Neuroticism and MPQ NEM and EPQ Extraversion and MPQ PEM and moderate but 
negative correlation was identified between EPQ Psychoticism and MPQ Constraint. 
Also moderate and positive correlation was obtained between AMS Positive Mood and 
PEM and moderate and negative correlation between AMS Negative Mood and NEM. 
MPQ Constraint factor showed no link either to PEM or to NEM in line with theoretical 
assumptions. The results obtained suggest that MPQ instrument is reliable and it was 
found to demonstrate appropriate convergent and divergent validity with other self-report 
measures. 



To conclude these findings are consistent with theoretical assumptions and with results 
reported by other researchers thereby implicating appropriate construct validity of the 
MPQ instrument. 

Key words: Multidimensional Personality Questionnaire (MPQ), construct validity, 
convergent validity, dimensions of mood, Eysenck' personality traits   

 


